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News Release 

  
Land Values and Cash Rents 

 
Colorado 
 

The 2009 Colorado average farmland real estate, a measurement of the value of all land 

and buildings on farms, was $1,100 per acre according to the USDA, National Agricultural 

Statistics Service. This is a decrease of 4.3 percent from 2008 and 12.0 percent lower than 

2007. The average value of cropland was $1,300, down 0.8 percent from 2008. Pasture 

values decreased 5.6 percent from 2008 to $670 per acre.  

 
Average cash rent for irrigated cropland in Colorado was $111.00 per acre in 2009, up 

slightly from $110.00 in 2008. Average cash rent for non-irrigated cropland in Colorado was 

$23.00 per acre in 2009. This is a decrease of 4.2 percent from 2008. Cash rent for pasture 

in 2009 averaged $5.80, up from $5.50 in 2008. 

 
 

United States 
 

Farm real estate values averaged $2,100 per acre on January 1, 2009, down 3.2 percent 

from 2008.  The 3.2 percent decrease from 2008 is the first decline in farm real estate value 

since 1987.  

 
Both cropland and pasture values are also down from the previous year. Cropland values 

declined by $110 per acre (4.0 percent) to $2,650 per acre. In the Northern Plains region, 

cropland values rose 1.6 percent. Pasture value declined by $20 per acre (1.8 percent) from 

2008 to $1,070 per acre.  

 
The contraction in the overall economy has caused less commercial and residential 

development in many regions.  Livestock and crop commodity prices have declined from a 

year earlier, thus producers and investors are less optimistic than a year ago. A decrease in 

the demand for recreational land has also contributed to the overall decrease in land values.  

 
Cash rents per acre paid to landlords for cropland rose $4.50 (5.3 percent), while pasture 

rents remained unchanged for the 2009 crop and grazing year. Cropland cash rents paid in 

2009 averaged $90.00 per acre, compared with $85.50 per acre for 2008.  Pasture cash 

rents averaged $10.50 per acre, consistent with the 2008 price but above the 2007 price of 

$10.00.  The increase in cropland rental rates are the result of producers receiving strong 

commodity prices, while pasture cash rent is affected less by commodity prices and more by 

land values. 

 




